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until recently the village produced all or most of the
goods, agricultural or industrial, necessary for its sub-
sistence. In the remoter parts of Africa and Asia to this
day society is comparatively uniform; the headman and
the village accountant, the cultivator and the craftsman,
the menial and the priest, are all men differing in status
and function, yet sufficiently akin in mind and body to
render originality of outlook not only improbable but
also offensive. In thought and in action the peasant
conforms to a type, and his daily life is ruled by a network
of customs and traditional beliefs. Such a man, resem-
bling in many respects the European peasant of the
Middle Ages, is ignorant of the outer world, suspicious
of all Governments, intolerant of opinions contrary to his
own, and beset by superstition. It is true that under the
impact of social and economic forces from the West the
old village, in the more exposed districts, is undergoing
a change. Subsistence agriculture is being replaced by
commercial crops, a money-currency has largely destroyed
the old barter system under which the village clerk,
keeping each man's accounts, acted as a Clearing House
and a minority, touched by modern education or other
urbanised influences, has become superficially agnostic,
though the old fires often burn with amazing vigour
beneath the surface. Yet this minority gradually drifts
away from the village to the town, and is thus not avail-
able for the duty of rural leadership; commercial crops
do not relieve the peasant, remote from bazars and
markets, of the task of growing his own food, and the use
of money, imperfectly understood, entangles him in a
miserable indebtedness without altering his mental atti-
tude. The villager remains backward and leaderless, he
continues to reject new doctrines and practices which he
does not know how to adjust to his accepted scheme of
life, and his fatalistic submission to adversity proceeding
from Heaven does not prevent him from feeling a vague
resentment against his earthly governors.1
* I propose to use freely in this paper a term which, in English, is liable to
excite comment The word "native** is regarded with dislike in India, possibly